History

BlossomWood Day School (BWDS) is a Christian, private, coeducational, independent, elementary school for children age two through sixth grade. It began in 1998 as a home school for kindergarten students and its name is taken from the street where it was originally housed. In 2004, an Early education Center was established to promote developmentally appropriate early education for Children age two years thru four years. It is an extension of Blossom Wood Day School
Admission
BWDS will admit children of families living in the St. Louis metropolitan area. All prospective parents are required to tour the school and submit an application for admission along with the required non-refundable fee. Upon review of the application, an interview will be scheduled with parents. A classroom visit and assessment will be arranged for perspective students and admission finalized. Admissions take place on a rolling basis during the year. Most classes however are filled by early spring for the next academic year.
Nondiscrimination Policy
BWDS is committed to providing equal opportunity in education. We believe in a multicultural society and celebrate diversity. Applications for admission and employment as well as participation in all school programs are considered without regard to race, gender, creed, sex or national origin.
Independent Private School
Blossom Wood is a private independent, coeducational day school for students. It is operated by a Board of Directors, supported by a Parent Advisory Board, Community Advisory Board and holds affiliate level membership in Independent Schools of St. Louis (ISSL).

Drug Free Community

Our campus is a smoke and alcohol free environment. Tobacco and alcohol products may not be used or served on the campus at any time. 

Hours of Operation
The school opens at 7:00 a.m. Monday through Friday and closes at 6:00 p.m. The school day begins at 8:15 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. The extended day program provides care from 3:45-6:00 p.m. This option is offered to parents needing care during the later part of the day. In addition, the center offers open hours during regularly closed school days, holidays, and breaks.
Late Pick-up
Faculty and support staff are valued and respected at BWDS Early Education Center.  At the end of their workday they must attend to their own families. The school does not compensate them for overtime. At 3:45 p.m. a late fee of $1.00 per minute/per child will be charged for students not enrolled in extended day. The late fee for extended day students will begin at 6:01 p.m. The late fee will be placed on the student's account. Habitual late pick up may be grounds for dismissal.
Visitation
Parents are encouraged to visit with us and observe in our classrooms whenever they wish. Parents desiring to spend frequent or extended time in the classrooms should communicate with the classroom teacher regarding the best time to visit in order to minimize classroom disruption.  Spending a day in the classroom can be beneficial for learning techniques and methodology used to support our school philosophy. Court ordered parental visitation may not take place at school.
Enrollment
BWDS offers a comprehensive, progressive program for students enrolled and the admissions contract includes the agreement that parents will commit to enrollment for the full school year. Admission for the year is effective when the enrollment agreement acceptance form is signed. In the event that a child must be withdrawn, tuition for the remainder of the academic year becomes due and payable in full immediately. The school cannot accommodate parents who wish to withdraw without full payment after the allotted time provided on the enrollment agreement. Families receiving subsidy through the Division of Family Services may withdraw without penalty with a written two week notice. Parents are responsible for the full co-payment and /or sliding scale fees for the month. The Director of Finance should be contacted for additional questions.
Continued Enrollment

Families must apply for admission each year. Continued admission will be based upon the following:
a. has your child(ren) benefited from the curriculum and school community at Blossom Wood.
b. have parents willingly participated in efforts sponsored by the Parents in Partnership Organization, school sponsored fundraisers, volunteered at least twenty (20) hours of service to school activities, been positive, cooperative, and supportive of the school's philosophy and mission.

c. have parents exhibited their commitment to the financial responsibilities required by meeting tuition and fee obligations in a timely manner. Admission is determined annually and there is no guarantee of admission for any future year.
Curriculum

BWDS uses an integrated traditional curriculum that combines instructional, application, and reasoning skills including ABEKA Reading and Language and ACSI Math curriculum along with Creative Curriculum for our Early Education Center, a center based approach that places emphasis on active learning and readiness concepts. Students will be exposed to curriculum that is both innovative and engaging . Emphasis is placed on developing strong literacy and math skills. Foreign Language, Music, and Computers in the classroom are also offered.  Class sizes are small, intimate and designed for optimal individualized learning. 
BWDS offers small teacher/students ratios in a comprehensive and progressive academic program. Our program design is accelerated both in pace and structural depth. 
The academic year is from August through May and a summer enrichment program will be offered in June and July. Information regarding summer programs will be available in the spring semester.

Tutoring (A Higher Reach)
The school operates an on site tutorial program for students needing resource assistance in a small group or individualized

setting. Classroom teacher referrals, test scores, transfer records and parent requests are used to identify and assign students needing services.
Afterschool Clubs
BWDS seeks to provide students with an education that addresses the whole child. Extracurricular activities will be added to our program and may include but are not limited to music lessons, sports teams and activity clubs. Extracurricular activities may be provided by a parent, part time employee, or volunteer. Participation is voluntary and the availability of programs offered will be determined by student interest, parent initiative to support them, and adequate staffing.

Tuition

Tuition at BWDS is assessed at an annual rate. Installment tuition payments are not made for the month but rather toward the annual balance. Installment payments are available on a ten-month basis and are based upon a ten-month schedule. Tuition payments begin August 1st and end May 15th.The extended payment plan ends in June. Check, credit and debit payments are preferred. A $20 late fee will be added to tuition payments made four days (4) days past due along with additional $10 per day late fees after the fifth day (5th) until payment is received.

Upon completion of the application process, signing of the enrollment agreement and payment of the first tuition installment, parents agree and accept all school policies and agree to abide by the financial commitment for the academic school year.

Annual Giving

Each year the school solicits community friends and corporate d
onors to support our Annual Giving Campaign. Gifts from corporate donors, foundations, grants, the entire school community and corporate matching gifts help support the school’s operational budget. Tuition covers nearly seventy percent (70%) of the actual operational expenses. The remaining thirty percent (30%) must be raised through annual giving and fundraising initiatives. Each family is expected to give at least the minimum donation for annual giving each year. It is fully tax deductible. 

Fundraisers

Independent schools enjoy the freedom to develop curriculum and programs that truly meet the needs of their students. The cost for this freedom is independence in both governance and finance. The school sponsors a limited number of fundraisers each year to help fully fund our operational budget. The school may elect to delegate all fundraising for a particular yearlong project (i.e. playground, bus, computers). All parents are required to participate in all fundraisers by meeting the minimum amount set. Parents agree to support required fundraisers upon admission to the school. Fundraisers for the year will be identified early and announced to parents in advance. A minimum sale amount is set and required through selling or donation.

Enrollment Withdrawal

In the event that a student is withdrawn from school by the parent during the academic year, the tuition for the remainder of the year becomes due and payable in full at the time of withdrawal. Families receiving subsidy through DFS may withdraw with a two week notice. BWDS focuses on high quality education and care and the school's operational budget is determined on an annual basis and is based entirely on tuition, fees, and charitable contributions.  

It is the policy of the school that no portfolios, progress reports, transcripts, or other school information can be released when an account carries an overdue balance. In addition, students may not participate in school sponsored performances or trips. Habitual payment delinquency will result in enrollment withdrawal and collection procedures.

Parent Volunteer Requirement
BWDS embraces a "village" approach to educating students. It is our belief that parents are the most important influence in the education of students. As a requirement of enrollment, parents commit to volunteering at the school for various activities during the year. A minimum of (twenty) 20 hours per family is required each school year. Volunteer opportunities may be achieved through posted school volunteer opportunities and /or individual parent initiatives. A volunteer log will be maintained in the school office and parents should log hours of service as completed.
School Closings
In cases of inclement weather, BWDS will list its closing on news Channel 5 by 5:30 a.m. In the very rare event that school must close prior to the end of the day, notice will be provided directly to parents via phone contact, text messaging, and email. Supervision will be provided until parents can safely pick up.
Birthdays
Birthdays are special at BWDS. Teachers may plan other activities in the classroom to celebrate birthdays. Parents may have their child's birthday party at the school at no additional cost. Parents should supply refreshments and party favors. Parties are held in the afternoon at snack time in the school cafeteria and teachers will be happy to assist with set up. Prior notice to your child's teacher is required. Birthday parties held at school must end by 2:30 p.m. Parents should remember that close friendships are formed among children at our school. Invitations to birthday parties may be distributed at school only if all students in your child's class are invited. Family phone numbers should be used for more private invitations.
Faculty
The faculty at BWDS represents a diverse combination of degreed professionals with degrees in the areas of elementary education including liberal arts and sciences. Faculty members are very committed, active in the education profession and continue their learning through classes, workshops and conferences. We are highly selective of faculty members ensuring that teachers are "student-success" oriented. Child protective background checks are completed on all school faculty and staff.

Textbooks
A textbook fee is included in the tuition for students in the Junior Kindergarten class. Texts will be kept at school for daily use and sent home when homework is required. Many are consumable, which allows students to write in them. Books will be sent home at the end of the school year. 

Special Events/Guest Speakers
Guests will frequently visit the school to provide curriculum extension on different topics including musicians, theater performances as well as provide various cultural exposure and education. The parent organization will also sponsor events for students and their families throughout the year.

Nutrition
BWDS participates in the federal lunch program sponsored by the USDA.  All families are given lunch applications to complete annually. Menus are posted weekly on the parent board. Our Director of Food Services ensures that all meals served daily meet federal and state guidelines for service, Our meals are served family style with an excellent variety of fresh fruits and vegetables. Parents are invited to join their child for lunch. Simply call the school office before 10:00 a.m. to be included in the lunch count. Lunch for the Early Education Center is 11:00 a.m.
On rare special occasions students may be required to bring lunch from home. Parents should not bring or send fast food for lunch at anytime.
Discipline
BWDS embraces a philosophy that encourages children to develop self-discipline, to respect themselves, others, and how to live and socialize in a group setting.
Students who are disruptive to the classroom will be removed and parents will be contacted. The school does not have a policy of suspension. Students who are unable to function with reasonable self-control will be unable to remain enrolled. Children that are habitually involved in fighting, biting, or other behavior that may affect the safety of other children may be asked to find alternative care.
Major discipline problems are generally avoided by the close parent-teacher interaction found within the school and frequent communication. At Blossom Wood, respect is reciprocal and is modeled by teachers in their daily actions with children. Forms of discipline that are punitive or humiliating are not used including but not limited to yelling, spanking, withholding of food or restroom privileges.
Parent in Partnership Organization
BWDS believes in a parent partnership approach. The Parents in Partnership Organization (PIPO) will meet frequently during the year and sponsor parent workshops, special family events, fundraisers and provide support for the school's philosophy and mission. Parents are automatically members of PIPO upon admission and participation in organization's activities is part of the admissions agreement. The head of school is available to serve as a resource when needed.

The Parent Advisory Council

Parents with demonstrated commitment to provide service for the school may be selected for membership on the council. Parents from the council may be elected to the school’s board of directors. The council shall examine issues of long range planning for the school and serve as a core of informed parents for school information and progress. Plans and progress of new programs, school policy changes, and other issues that may impact parents will be discussed with the council. The council will actively seek to welcome and acquaint new families to the school through fall parent orientation, direct approach, encouragement, and committee recruitment.

Grandparent Guild

The Grandparent Guild will meet during the year to plan and implement activities to support school programs during the year. The participation of grandparents during the year may vary in capacity. The group will determine its activities on an annual basis. All grandparents of students are members and avenues for grandparents near and far to participate will be developed. Grandparent’s Day will be held in the spring.

Attendance
Regular attendance is required since our school uses a progressive curriculum. There is no tuition reduction for absences. Parents should remember that the curriculum is comprehensive and regular attendance is important for students to benefit from daily lessons and assignments. In case of prolonged illness, arrangements can be made to make up missed class work. The school day begins at 8:00 a.m. With morning prayer and devotions. It is important that students arrive to school on time. Students are expected to arrive on time daily and are required to be in attendance for morning devotions.
School Pick-up

Parents will be informed of the procedures for pick-up in the afternoon. The “valet system” will assist in providing a safe and orderly manner of dismissal. To avoid parking lot accidents, parents may not enter the building for pick-up during car pool time (3:00-4:45 p.m.). School administrative staff will coordinate pick-up. Persons picking up other than parents must park, come into the school office and show identification for authorization of pick-up.

Uniforms

Upon admission, parents will receive information for ordering school uniforms to be worn on Monday through Thursday. All uniforms must be ordered through our selected uniform supplier, Fischer’s School Uniforms (fischersuniforms.com). A variety of styles are available. Khaki, Navy Blue, and denim shorts, pants, skirts, skorts, and jumpers may be selected. All students will wear embroidered sweaters. Student uniforms must be neat and clean. Fischer’s is the school’s only uniform supplier. Uniforms may not be embroidered by venders due to copyright and trademark regulations.

 Wearing Uniforms

Shirts should be worn inside the pants and trousers with belts and should be hemmed to the appropriate length. The school uniform is not to be worn “baggy-style”. Boys may not wear earrings, designs cut in their hair, braids or twists. Hair must be worn neatly cut. Girls may not wear make-up, lip gloss/lip stick, acrylic nails, shirts that expose the midriff or pants below the waistline. Sandals must enclose the heel. All students at the school must have the required cardigan sweater.  Students are responsible for keeping up with all uniforms.

Rest Period
Rest period is during the hours of 12:00-2:00 p.m. Children who have difficulty sleeping will be provided with books to use while on their cots.  Quiet music is played and children who wish to rest are provided the opportunity to do so during this time.
Bedding
A small blanket labeled with the child's name should be provided. All linen should be laundered weekly and returned to school. No pillows/stuffed animals should be brought to school for nap time, in an effort to prevent the spread of germs.
Toys, Candy, Gum, Cell Phones
Teachers will notify parents of show and tell days when children may bring a special toy from home. Toys, video games weapons, cell phones should never be brought to school. We are always adding to our equipment inventory and as a general rule, children should not bring toys to school. Candy may be provided at school occasionally as a special treat. Gum should not be chewed in the building by anyone at any time.
Administrative Privilege
The philosophy of BWDS is based in part upon the belief that we are all lifetime learners. It is important that the interaction among adults reflect what we teach our students. The school reserves the right to dismiss students when it determines that the student or parents cannot benefit from or are unwilling to adhere to the school's educational program philosophy, mission, or policies.
Communication
The staff at BWDS will make every effort to keep parents informed about the growth of your child at school. Daily chats with your child's teacher and Early Education Center ”notebooks” will assist in awareness of classroom progress and promotion of parent involvement. The Head of School is generally available during the school day and will hold frequent “Parent Chats” during the year. The school newsletter, "The Blossom Wood Buzz" is sent home periodically during the year, along with monthly webnotes and information is updated frequently on our website.
 Parents should expect faculty and staff to be caring, courteous, and professional at all times. In return, parents are expected to extend the same courtesy toward staff members. Remember that most problems can be resolved and a positive attitude usually brings about the best results. BWDS believes in parents and teachers working together.
Summer Months
BWDS will operate a summer program during the months of June and July. The decision to operate a summer program will be determined annually. The program will offer enrichment experiences different from the academic year. The school will open for the academic year during the month of August.

Health
BWDS seeks to provide a safe and healthy environment for children and staff. The school contracts with a local pediatrician to provide assistance in various health issues and come into the school to offer medical support. Children who show symptoms of conditions including:
· Fever/Pain
· Vomiting
· Diarrhea
· Skin eruptions/Rash
· Extreme fatigue

· Swelling/Redness of throat
· Red, weeping eyes 

· Constant Sneezing/Productive cough
will be unable to remain at school. To avoid an inconvenience during the workday, parents should keep children at home when ill. Children, who leave the school with a fever, may return to school after fever and medication for it have been discontinued for twenty-four (24) hours. In the event that a child becomes ill at school, parents will be contacted and the child will be monitored until picked up.
Medication can be administered if the medication authorization log is signed and medication is in its original container labeled with child's name and dosage directions. A complete physical is required prior to the first day of the academic year.
Individual Learning Needs
Admission is not automatically denied due to a student's individual learning need. The school does however; require full disclosure of special educational assessments and services received prior to admission. Options in the best interest of the student will be explored. Failure to disclose information about an applicant's learning needs or previous special educational services will be grounds for withdrawal. School Administration and faculty will work with parents individually with any educational needs or concerns noted during the year. Small group and individual therapy for speech and language as well as occupational therapy is available on site.
Holidays/Professional Development Days
Blossom Wood will operate according to the annual school calendar. The school will close as scheduled for professional development and holidays. An annual calendar is issued upon admission. The Early Education Center will provide care during closed periods for families that need care. Schedules will be provided in advance of closed days.
Lost and Found
Items found will be placed in the lost and found box located in the main entrance.  Items not claimed within thirty days will be discarded. 
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